
















Research Spotlight: Planning an Affordable, Resilient, and Sustainable Electric Grid in North 
Carolina. Dr. Tankersley introduced Dr. Mazzola who reported that in January 2018, the Energy 
Production and Infrastructure Center (EPIC) developed a proposal for the Competitive State 
Energy Program at the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) in partnership with the North Carolina 
State Energy Director, Duke Energy, and the North Carolina Clean Energy Technology Center at 
NC State University. Dr. Mazzola further reported that after the proposal was selected by the 
DOE for funding, the project began with a realization that the citizens of North Carolina are 
annually threatened with economic disasters from weather events, but it had the idea that smart 
design of a modernized electric grid could mitigate this threat. Dr. Mazzola described the 
progress made building a roadmap that has become North Carolina's plan for a resilient grid. 

Education: Lab School Update. Provost Lorden introduced Dr. Petty and Ms. Broome. Ms. 
Broome reported that the Niner University Elementary (NUE) welcomed its first cohort of 
students in August 2020. Ms. Broome provided updates regarding enrollment, the virtual 
learning environment, faculty and staff, management during the COVID pandemic, and 
community partnerships. Ms. Broome also shared a virtual look into the physical space of NUE. 

Adjourn. There being no further business before the Committee, Mr. Bunker adjourned the 
meeting. 
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