Fund UNCC
project for
energy future
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As rising gas prices dominare the
headlines and demands for clean, in-
expensive fuel increase, the N.C. Gen-
eral Assembly meets to debate a bud-
get for the UNC system. Funding for a
construction project at UNC Char-
lotte that will help address the region-
al, narional and global need for energy-
hangs in the balance,

Demand for energy in the US. is ex-
pected to grow by more than 30 per-
cent by 2030, Major
power comgpanies, like
Duke Energy, and con-
struction partners like
AREVA, DParsons and
Shaw Group, will play a
central role in respond-
ing to this demand. In-
dustry leaders look to
UNCC tohelp address a critical short-
age in the intellectual capital neces-
sary to modernize energy production
operations and develop alternative
energy sources, Recognizing an op-
portunity for long-lerm collaboration
that would benefit the community
and industry, UNCC proposed to cre-
ate the Energy Production and Infra-
structure Center (EPIC).

Help for labor shortage

EPIC will address the severe short-
age of trained engineers capable of
servicing and replacing an aging fossil
fuel and nuclear infrastructure, as
well as developing future infrastrue-
tures for wind, solar, and binfucls.

Beasons for the labor shortage are
two-fold: 1) With more than 25 percent
of the working population approach-
ing retirement, the “graving of the
workforee™ has acutely impacted en-
ginecring fields. 2) The attrition of
older professionals is exacerbated by

alack of students majoring in energy-
related felds,
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Few new power production facili-
ties were built in the US. in recent de-
cades, so hiring in energy-related
fields slowed. Universities scaled
back programs aimed at educating
skilled professionals for the industry.

EPIC will dramatically incresse the
region's supply of trained engineers,
as well as assure the efficiency and re-
liabiliry of the next generation of pow-
er plants and distribution systems.

Retention rescarch indicates that
students with tes to the commmunity
are more likely to remain in the Char-
iotte region; engineers educated lo-
cally will seek employment locally.
“That's good news for our burgeoning
energy production sector, the region-
al economy, and the greater commmit-

" nity Opportunities for internships

with industry leaders will attract
promising voung talent, allowing the
seamless transfer of knowledge. from
ong generation to the nexr.

Capital funds needed

To make the EPIC vision a reality,
the General Assembly must allocate
the required capical funds. The legis-
lature appropriated $9 million in
planning and site development funds
for the EPIC building last year, and we
are already well into the design pro-
cess. Wi have requested the remain-
ing $57 million in construction funds
as our highest budgetary priority in
the current budget session

Lurge the General Assembly to ful-
ly fund thiz project, which will allow
private industry to prosper and bring
high-paying jobs and international
recognition to the Charlotte region,

Philip L. Dubols s chancellor of the University
of North Carciina at Charfolte.



